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From the Editor

D ear Readers,
This issue of the  is the second 
consecu e one de oted a ost en re  to the 
the e of techno o  T o of the ar c es are 
second installments of longer pieces, while all but 
one of the others are en rel  new contribu ons  
Every author recognizes this topic as one of the 
essen al conundrums of our me  t is clear 
that the development of digital capabili es 
has created a void of corresponding moral and 
ethical capaci es for using those capabili es 
appropriately, and, in one form or another, all of 
the ar cles grapple with this void

Christof Wiechert, former head of the 
edagogical ec on in ornach, addresses the 

need for educa on to embed technology in the 
widest human conte t  ollowing lvin To er s 
descrip on of the three waves of technological 
innova on, Wiechert connects this se uence 
to Rudolf teiner s evolu on of consciousness  
He argues for overcoming the one-sided 
intellectualiza on of society and educa on in 
favor of a comprehensive integra on of the full 
range of human poten al

ason ates con nues his superb treatment 
of current trends in technological development 
with the contempla on of ar cial intelligence 
and virtual reality. Building on the theme of 
the digital gesture developed in the rst ar cle 
(  21-2, Autumn/Winter 2016), 
he points at the dangers and assump ons, o en 
indis nguishable from each other, that must 
be met and challenged if we are to maintain 
a humane and moral environment. Yates is an 
unusual bird  a therapeu c eurythmist highly 
literate in technology who is a ne e plicator of 
digital esoterica in a language that laypeople  
can understand.

Charles Weems is another unusual 
contributor. He has 40 years of college teaching 
experience in computer science and 28 textbooks 
to his credit. For the past 15 years he has taught 
at the Hartsbrook chool in assachuse s, 
and in his ar cle he describes a curriculum 
he has developed for ninth and tenth grades. 
Weems is intent on bringing his students to a 
clear experience of the di erences between a 
human being and a machine, and counts on this 
experience to help orient them toward their 
uni uely human tasks.

Harlan Gilbert meditates on similar themes. 
He looks for the tasks that technological develop-
ment has placed before modern humanity and 
adds to the conversa on an important theme  
the redemp on of the very beings to whom our 
technological devices have given an abode. He 
challenges us to cul vate the twin a ributes 
of freedom and love and suggests some of the 
re uisite a tudes that can lead us forward.

The second installment of Gopi Krishna 
i aya s contribu on on Technology and the aws 

of Thought enters directly into the historical 
evolu on of thinking and logic. He shows with 
an abundance of examples and detail how the 
modern a tudes about the nature of thinking 
and consciousness evolved from Greek to modern 

mes. He then points to the inherent aws and 
holes in restric ng the possibility for thinking 
to transcend its supposed limits. His essay is 
not an easy read, but those who persevere 
will be rewarded with fruits of a thoroughly 
researched and painstakingly mapped journey 
of our percep on of the mind. t is a signi cant 
contribu on to our theme of technology.

The nal contribu on dealing directly with 
technology is from the Research ns tute s late 
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co-director, avid itchell. t is an ar cle derived 
from a talk he gave in Norway in 2012 and stands 
up remarkably well to the changes that have 
come about since it was wri en. itchell was 
prescient in seeing the challenges, opportuni es, 
and pedagogical implica ons of computer 
technology. He convened the rst Waldorf high 
school teachers  collo uium addressing this topic 
in the late 1980s and was immediately concerned 
with incorpora ng and balancing, rather than 
avoiding or a acking, the emerging technological 
reality.

Lalla Carini reports on a survey she 
conducted regarding the way dyslexia is 
diagnosed and treated in Waldorf schools. She 
points out that schools di er greatly in the way 
they approach this important issue and that 
there is a need for teachers, therapists, and 
parents to work together in order to support 
students. We decided to include this report 
in an issue dedicated to technology because 
there is no ues on that the natural follow-up 
to a discussion of technology in a pedagogical 
context is therapeu c considera ons. Though 
dyslexia is not directly a ributable to the 
in uence of technology, Carini s report can point 
the way towards a collabora ve approach to all 
therapeu c ues ons.

avid Sco , former Chancellor of the 
niversity of assachuse s, reviews ennifer 

Gidley s new book,  
    . Gidley began 

her career as a Waldorf teacher and incorporates 
a deep apprecia on of Steiner s insights into her 
discussion. She is a highly regarded academic 
in her na ve Australia and elsewhere. We are 
thankful that Arthur Zajonc, Board President of 
the Research ns tute, suggested our publica on 
to r. Sco .

Reports on the ac vi es of the Research 
ns tute for Waldorf Educa on close out the 

issue. Patrice Maynard reports on the many 
projects she is spearheading at Waldorf 
Publica ons, and Marianne Alsop reports on the 

rapid increase of the free resources available 
through the Online Waldorf Library.

Finally, a personal note: This is my nal issue 
as editor of the  .  came onboard 
for Volume 16 back in 2011 and have enjoyed 
this task very much. The opportunity to si  
through the research and the contribu ons has 
given me addi onal apprecia on for the striving 
and integrity that people all over the world are 
bringing to their tasks as Waldorf teachers. 

As editor,  have tried to shi  the focus of 
the  from having been a publica on 
that aimed to present Waldorf educa on to the 
academic community toward the needs of those 
who are our actual readers, namely prac cing 
Waldorf educators. My guiding ues on has 
been: s there a new thought in this piece, 
something that an experienced Waldorf teacher 
will nd uickening for his or her work  With 

ouglas Gerwin, my late wife Ter a Gale, and me, 
we had three seasoned Waldorf folks who had to 

nd something intriguing and worthwhile if an 
ar cle was to appear in these pages.  hope that 
you, the readers, have indeed found the ar cles 
s mula ng and suppor ve.

ouglas, Ter a, and Ann Erwin (layout) have 
been a terri c team with whom to work. The 
commitment they have for making sure that 
the T s are crossed and the s do ed goes well 
beyond what my skill and pa ence could have 
managed.  also want to express my gra tude to 
John Wulsin, who took over as a guest editor for 
the previous issue while  was coping with Ter a s 
passing and le  several pieces in the hopper for 
this issue. 

Happy readings!


