
21FALL/WINTER 2009

Emmi-Pikler-Haus, Part II

AROUND THE WORLD



22 GATEWAYS 



23FALL/WINTER 2009



24 GATEWAYS 

In October, 1922, Rudolf Steiner said, “The most important thing is to establish 
an education through which human beings learn once more how to live with one 
another.”

I often think about the comment, and take it to be the core of the work of Waldorf 
education. And I recently heard of some people taking that idea to a new level. I 
attended an inspiring presentation by the Salaam Shalom Foundation.They are 
working to create peace in the Middle East through three visionary programs. One 
is an Arab Waldorf school, already serving a mixed Arab community of Muslims, 
Christians and Druze, building bridges of common activity and festivals with their 
parallel classes at Harduf (the nearby Jewish Waldorf School). Another program is 
Ein Bustan where Arab and Jewish children attend Waldorf kindergarten together 
in equal numbers, with similarly diverse teachers. And they are creating a teacher 
training for Palestinian teachers in the West Bank. Their work toward peace is very 
hope-filled! More information can be had at www.ssefoundation.org. For information 
about the Arab-Jewish Kindergarten program go to www.ein-bustan.org and click on 
the language of your choice.     
    —Stephen Spitalny, ed.


